
 

 

Issue No. 660            13/02/2026 
As we come to the end of this half term, it’s fair to say it has felt like 
the wettest January and February on record! Despite the endless 
rain, fog and grey skies, the children have shown incredible resilience 
and positivity, finishing the half term with smiles, enthusiasm and 
their usual brilliant attitudes to learning. 
To celebrate the end of term, our winning team Hunshelf enjoyed a 
well-earned treat, travelling to Penistone Paramount to experience a 
more traditional cinema outing. This reflects our focus this year on 
team treats that give children opportunities to enjoy new and 

memorable experiences, offering something a little different from the everyday school routine. 
Looking ahead to after the holidays, there is plenty to be excited about. We have more amazing experiences 
planned, including residential trips for our Year 3 and Year 6 children. These overnight stays are always a 
highlight, giving pupils the chance to have fun with their friends while also developing independence, 
confidence and extending their learning beyond the classroom. Let’s hope we return to sunshine and blue 
skies, ready to make the most of everything school has to offer in the next half term! 

 

SJS Stars of The Week 

• Y3CB: Evie 

• Y3JG: Milo 

• Y4GG:  Rose 

• Y4MC: Alice 

• Y5CS: Archie 

• Y5HK/CG: Nathaniel 

• Y6CH/LR: Kelvin 

• Y6RD: Alfie 

PE Star: Sebastian 
The Hub: Leo 

Y3/4 Yard: Taliana 
Y5/6 Yard: Ryan 

Attendance & Punctuality: Remy 
Dining Hall: Wrenn 

 

Book of the week 
This week’s Book of the Week has been chosen by Mrs Woods: The Boy at the Back of 

the Class by Onjali Q. Raúf.  Has anyone ever noticed someone sitting alone and 
wondered what their story was? In our Book of the Week, The Boy at the Back of the 
Class, a new student named Ahmet arrives. He’s a bit of a mystery—he doesn't talk, 

he doesn't like sweets, and he disappears at break time. But instead of ignoring him, a 
group of friends decides to become 'detectives of kindness.' They find out Ahmet is a 

refugee who has fled a war and been separated from his family. What follows is a 
massive adventure involving the Queen, a lot of pomegranates, and a plan to reunite 

a family. If you’ve ever felt like a small person in a big world, this book proves that 
your kindness is actually a superpower. 

 
Residentials 

Both our Y3 and Y6 residentials take place shortly after half term! Letters have been sent home this week to 
provide the itinerary and a suggested packing list.  If your child has not brought their letter home, please 
contact the school office. 
It also won’t be too long before our Y5s head to London.  We hope to have an update soon about the addition 
of a visit to the Houses of Parliament.  In the meantime, we would like to remind parents that the final 
instalment is now overdue. 



Reading Around The World 

Y3 - Madrid Y4 - Nairobi Y4 - Pretoria Y5 - Kuala Lumpur Y6 - Brasilia Y6 - Lima 

Milo 
Erin 

Poppy 
Kodi 

Declan 
Max 

Phoebe 

Bridie Ada 
Jack 

Heber 
Bridie 

Eva 

Molly 
Flora 

Nathaniel 
Mia 

Harriet 

Max 
Evie 

Hattie 
Lainey 

Mia 
Sophia 
Sophie 

 

 

New Word Millionaire 

 Congratulations to Molly and Henry who have both read their way onto our roll of Word Millionaires! 

 

PE Timetable for w/b Monday 23rd Feb 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Y4GG  

Y5HK/CG 

Y3CB 

Y6RD 
Y4MC Y6CH/LR 

Y3JG 

Y5CS 

 

Parents' sessions 

Parents/guardians are warmly invited to our next ‘Bring your parent to school’ sessions which will take 
place after half term.  The allocated dates and time slots are as follows: 

• Year 3 – Thursday 12th March, 9:00am - 10:15am 

• Year 4 – Monday 2nd March, 9:00am - 10: 15am 

• Year 5 – Wednesday 4th March, 9:00am - 10: 15am 

• Year 6 – Tuesday 3rd March, 9:00am - 10: 15am 
Refreshments will be available for parents in the hall from 8:40am.  We are also hoping to provide a short 

curriculum presentation whilst the children are being registered.  

 
Parents' Meetings 

This term’s Parents’ Meetings will take place on Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 18th March.  Our booking 
facility on ParentMail is set to go live at midday on Wednesday 4th March. 

 

World Book Day 
On World Book Day we will be celebrating reading for pleasure in school.   

On Thursday 5th March, children are invited to come to school dressed up as their 
favourite character. The children will be given the opportunity to celebrate reading as a 

class, taking part in reading activities, challenges and games.   
Just after half term, all children will be given their World Book Day book token.  This can 
be used to purchase one of the £1 World Book Day books as they come out in shops or 

towards the cost of a book from our visiting Book Fair. 

 

  



 

Book Fair 

 



Online Safety 
Undeniably in recent years, there has been a rapid rise of smart technology in the daily lives of children and 
young people.  It is therefore the shared responsibility of the adults at school and at home to teach children 

how to safely navigate this online world.  To coincide with Safer Internet Day, we would like to share with 
parents and carers a couple of useful resources and reiterate our policy for pupils’ mobile phones and smart 

watches: 
 

A guide for parents and carers on managing children's digital lives 
 

Parenting today can feel overwhelming — especially when childhood looks so 
different from what we grew up with. There’s no manual, and it can be hard 

to keep up with the fast-changing digital world your child moves through 
every day. This guide aims to make those conversations easier and help you 

support your child with confidence. 
 

'What I wish my parents or carers knew…': A guide for parents and carers on 
managing children’s digital lives | Children's Commissioner for England 

 
 
 
 

New kids online safety website launched 
 

As part of a government campaign, a new website is being 
launched on 16th February 2026 called Kids Online Safety.  The 
website is designed to support families and encourage regular 
conversations about what they’re seeing online, asking simple 
questions, like “who shared this” and “why?”. Based on parents’ 
main concerns and needs, it provides: 

• tips for parents’ conversations with their children 
• actions to support each stage of their child’s life 
• parental controls information 
 

The website also signposts to trusted resources from charities 
and third parties, where parents can access other forms of 
support (like speaking to an expert). 
The website will continue to grow and be developed this year, 
supporting the Online Safety Act and wider government aims. 
 

Mobile Phones and Smart Watches 
We strongly advise that pupils’ mobile phones are not brought into school; however, we accept that there 
may be circumstances in which a parent wishes their child to have a mobile phone with them, for example, if 
a child makes their way to and from school independently.  It is school policy that pupils switch their phone 
off on arrival at the school gates and place it into their class’ phonebox as soon as they arrive in the classroom.  
Phones are returned to children when they leave the school site at the end of the day. 
 
We have recently noted a number of children who own a smart watch and therefore must extend our mobile 
phone procedures described above to this technology too. 
 
A mobile phone or smart watch brought into school is entirely at the pupil’s own risk, and the school accepts 
no responsibility for the loss, theft or damage of any phone or handheld device brought into school. 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furlsand.esvalabs.com%2F%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fnews.service.education.gov.uk%252F9C01EEE9F1E89EEEC1F80CC49195B459D1587A278C064D8355CF7CF51F8969CC%252FF6CFCB7B46F35075F5884E20B4B61AE0%252FLE35%26e%3D87e0518f%26h%3Db4443752%26f%3Dy%26p%3Dy&data=05%7C02%7CLRoss%40chorustrust.org%7C59f71efb1ecd445bc09a08de67d31a30%7C02d6f569f69b424e9104a269e051cec0%7C0%7C0%7C639062353844134448%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C80000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=91qICPYH4FARCSn5cubs%2BsATSl3wxrM4NBfnmMdto0A%3D&reserved=0
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/


Events Coming Up... 

Feb 23 
 
Read Around the 
World: Set off on 
your journey 
towards your 4th 
destination 

24 
 
Y4GG Swimming 

25 26 
 
 

27  
 
Spelling Bee: The 
Final! 

March 2 
 
Y4 Parents’ Session 
 
 
 
 
Book Fair: 
- 8:30am – 8:40am  
- 3:10pm - 4:00pm 
- During Y4’s Parent 
Session 

3 
Y3 Castleton 
 
Y6 Parents’ Session 
 
Y4GG Swimming 
 
Book Fair: 
- 8:30am – 8:40am  
- 3:10pm - 4:00pm 
- During Y6’s Parent 
Session 

4 
Y3 Castleton 
 
Y5 Parents’ Session 
 
 
 
Book Fair: 
- 8:30am – 8:40am  
- 3:10pm - 4:00pm 
- During Y5’s Parent 
Session 

5 
World Book Day 
 
 
 
 
 
Book Fair: 
- 8:30am – 8:40am  
- 3:10pm - 4:00pm 

6 
Y5 Trip: Hallé for 
Youth Concert at 
the City Hall 

March 9 
 
Y6 Robinwood 

10 
 
Y6 Robinwood 
 
Y4GG Swimming 

11 
 
Y6 Robinwood 

12 
 
Y3 Parents’ Session 
 
Easter Egg 
Competition Opens 

13 

March 16 17 
 
Y4GG Swimming 
 
Team Treat 
 
Parents’ Evening 

18 
 
Parents’ Evening 

19 20 
 
Red Nose Day 

March 23 24 
 
Y4 Magna Trip 
 
Read Around the 
World: Earliest 
arrival at your 4th 
destination 
 

25 
 
Easter Egg 
Competition Closes 
 
 
Disco 

26 27 
 
Non-Uniform Day 
(£1) 

--- Easter Holidays --- 

 



KS2 Gymnastics Competition at Concord Sports Centre 
Our gymnasts recently competed in the KS2 Gymnastics 
Competition at Concord Sports Centre, alongside several 
strong local schools from across the City. 

 
Stocksbridge Junior School entered four teams, all of 
whom have been training hard in our after-school 
gymnastics club. Every child performed brilliantly, 
showing great control, resilience and teamwork. 
Although some felt nervous, they represented our school 
with pride and professionalism. 

We are especially proud to announce that our Year 5/6 Advanced Team won their event — a fantastic achievement! 
We are proud of our strong gymnastics culture at Stocksbridge and look forward to building on this success next year. 
Go Team Stocky! 

 

KS2 Sports Festival 
The KS2 Sports Festival at Stocksbridge High School was a truly fantastic event and 
a wonderful celebration of sport and teamwork. The children took part in a range 
of exciting activities including volleyball, target throw, penalty shootout, boccia and 
curling, giving everyone the chance to showcase different skills and try something 
new. 
It was lovely to see children from schools across the locality coming together, 
mixing confidently and making new friends. The event was filled with smiles and 
laughter, with a strong sense of friendly competition throughout. Participation and 
enjoyment were very much at the heart of the day, and it was clear that every child 
embraced the spirit of the festival. 
We are incredibly proud of the children who represented Stocksbridge Junior 
School so brilliantly. They demonstrated excellent teamwork, encouragement and 
sportsmanship at all times. Well done, Team Stocky! 

 

Menu for w/b Monday 23rd Feb 

 



Children's University 
The South Yorkshire Children's University (SYCU) February Holiday Activity Newsletter is now available, 

showcasing a wide range of enriching activities designed to support children’s continued learning and skills 
development beyond the classroom during the half-term break. 

The programme encourages families to explore Learning 
Destination activities across South Yorkshire, including 
opportunities in Barnsley, Doncaster and Rotherham, 

helping children access high-quality learning experiences 
in their local communities. 

Click here to view their newsletter.  

 

 

https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/UKSHEFFIELD/2026/01/30/file_attachments/3538686/SYCU%20February%202026%20Holiday%20Activity%20Newsletter.pdf


 

 

 


