
 

 

Issue No. 659            06/02/2026 
One of our REACH values, Courage, has been fully on display this week. 
We see children being brave every day as they tackle new learning and 
experiences, but this courage was particularly noticeable during 
Thursday’s Spelling Bee semi-finals. The semi-finalists demonstrated 
fantastic confidence, determination and impressive spelling skills, using a 
range of effective strategies under pressure. While not all children were 
able to progress to the final, everyone involved should be extremely proud 
of their performance, including our equally respectful and supportive 
audiences. We can’t wait for the final after half term, where we will find 
our overall winner and enjoy another exciting competition, continuing to 
raise the profile of spelling across school — which can only be a bonus! 

 

SJS Stars of The Week 

• Y3CB: Millie 

• Y3JG: Busby 

• Y4GG: Max 

• Y4MC: Nora 

• Y5CS: Natalia 

• Y5HK/CG: Lily 

• Y6CH/LR: Emily 

• Y6RD: Aether 

PE Star: Isabella 
Y3/4 Yard: Annie 
Y5/6 Yard: Jaxon 

Attendance & Punctuality: George  
Dining Hall: Kian 

 

 Book of the week 
Mr Tee has selected this week’s Book of the Week: Great People Who Reached 
for the Stars, a collection of biographies of individuals who dared to dream big 

and push beyond what seemed possible. 
The author’s own story reminds us that reaching for the stars isn’t just about 

fame or success—it’s about courage, perseverance, and believing in your 
potential, even when the journey is challenging. 

By learning about people like Louise Page, we’re inspired to set ambitious goals, 
keep going when things are tough, and understand that ordinary people can 
achieve extraordinary things. These stories encourage us all to aim higher, 

support one another, and never stop reaching for our own stars. 

 
Fidget Toys 

Fidgets are a proven resource used widely to support children with a range of educational needs as they 
offer quiet, tactile stimulation to improve focus, support with self-regulation and help to manage emotions. 
Over recent weeks, we have seen a significant increase in the number of children bringing fidgets/toys into 

school to use in class which are, contrary to their intention, proving to be a distraction to their own and 
other’s learning.  

We ask for parents’ support by ensuring that their child does not bring fidgets and other toys into school.  
School will continue to provide fidgets, as required, to those children whose educational plans identify 

fidgets as part of their provision. 

 

 

 



Reading Around The World 

Y3 - Paris Y3 - Madrid Y4 - Cairo Y4 - Nairobi 

Miller 
Ava 

Sofiya 
Ada 

Oliver 
Lottie 
Ada 

Lucas 
Lucas 

Aubree 
Elysia 

Elysia 

Y4 - Pretoria Y5 - Beijing Y5 - Tokyo Y5 - Kuala Lumpur Y6 - Lima 

Luca 
Amelia 

Amelia 
William 

Rockley 
Cruz 
Katie 

Rockley 
Jack 

Oliver 
Zac 

Georgia 
Alfie 

 

New Word Millionaire 

 Congratulations to Aroussia who has read her way onto our roll of Word Millionaires for the third 
successive year! 

 

Next Week's PE Timetable 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Y4GG  

Y5CS 

Y3CB 

Y6RD 
Y5HK/CG 

Y4MC 

Y6CH/LR 

Y3JG  

 

 

Castleton Coffee Morning 
Just after half term, our Y3s will be setting off for the first of many exciting residentials that take place 

during their time at Stocksbridge Junior School.  In preparation for the trip, we have arranged the 
opportunity for parents to come into school at the start of the school day on Tuesday 10th February for a 

coffee, a short presentation and the chance to ask any questions about the trip. 

 

Spelling Bee 
Yesterday, our semi-finalists competed head-to-head in a knockout in front of the rest of lower/upper 

school.  Children were tested on words that they had not previously been given and wowed the audience 
with their ability to spell some incredibly tricky words, for instance, muscle, skilful and incredulous. 

Congratulations to the following children who have progressed to the final and equally to the other semi-
finalists who were so graceful in defeat.  We are so proud of each and every contestant!  

Lola  
Charlotte  

Annie  
Emily  

Maxwell  

Lily 
Holly-Mae 

Elliott 
 Marcie 

Jake 

 

Cross-country 

This Saturday sees the final league race of the 25/26 cross-country season, which takes place at Norfolk 
Park (S2 2RB). Racing will start at 10am with the Y3/4 girls’ race.  The course start/finish lines are near the 

cafe and junior playground. Parking is on the surrounding rounds. 

 

Non-Uniform Day 
Children are welcome to come to school in their home clothes next Friday (13th February) for a £1 donation. 



Next week's Menu  

 
 

Events Coming Up... 

Feb 9 10 
 
Safer Internet Day 
 
Y4GG Swimming 

11 
 
Young Voices 2026 

12 
 

13 
 
Team Treat 
 
Non-Uniform Day 
(£1) 

--- Half Term --- 

Feb 23 
 
Read Around the 
World: Set off on 
your journey 
towards your 4th 
destination 

24 
 
Y4GG Swimming 

25 26 
 
 

27  
 
Spelling Bee: The 
Final! 

March 2 
 
Y4 Parents’ Session 

3 
Y3 Castleton 
 
Y6 Parents’ Session 
 
Y4GG Swimming 

4 
Y3 Castleton 
 
Y5 Parents’ Session 

5 
World Book Day 

6 

 



CEO Retirement Announcement 
Chief Executive Officer, Chris James, has announced that he is retiring at the end of this academic year after 7 years as 

CEO of Chorus Education Trust and 35 years as a teacher and leader. 
“I love going into the schools and feeling the energy and excitement of school life. I 
am always made to feel welcome by you all. Most of our pupils have no idea who I 

am, but they are always happy to talk to me and have a laugh. I have always enjoyed 
my work, and I am still very surprised that I ended up becoming a CEO. Now feels like 
the right time to start the next phase of my life and fully focus on family and friends.” 
The Trustees of Chorus Education Trust have begun the recruitment process to find a 

new CEO who will embody the values of our school and trust. 
We would like to thank Chris for his exceptional leadership and support for our 

school and our community.  We wish him a happy and well-earned retirement. 

 

Half Term Activities 

 
 

 
 



Internet Safety Day 
The theme of this year’s Safer Internet Day is ‘Smart tech, safe choices – Exploring the safe and responsible 

use of AI.’ At Stocksbridge Junior School, we deliver online safety messages and teach responsible online 
behaviours throughout the year through our computing and PSHE curricula and not solely on a themed day 
once a year.  Just as we use World Book Day to celebrate a love of literature, Internet Safety Day is used to 

celebrate the exciting opportunities the internet can provide when it is used safely and responsibly.  
We ask for parents’ support in promoting safe and responsible online behaviours by engaging in 

conversation with their child about their child’s online interests and regularly reviewing their child’s online 
interactions with others.  One topic of conversation which crops up regularly when we are supporting our 

pupils to resolve fallouts with peers is their use of WhatsApp. 

   

https://childnet.cmail20.com/t/j-l-ziturdd-itjrildtul-i/


Junior Bake Off 
The casting researcher at the production company behind The Great British 

Bake Off, The Great British Sewing Bee and The Great Pottery Throw Down has 
asked schools to spread the word that they are in search of applications for the 

next series of Junior Bake Off! 
Online applications have recently opened at www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk 

for young budding bakers between 9-15 years old. Applications close on Sunday 
15th March 2026. Filming would take place from July 2026. 

  
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furlsand.esvalabs.com%2F%3Fu%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk%252F%26e%3D87e0518f%26h%3D2fdceeb3%26f%3Dy%26p%3Dy&data=05%7C02%7CLRoss%40chorustrust.org%7Cf66f72c68d4d408827e808de63628000%7C02d6f569f69b424e9104a269e051cec0%7C0%7C0%7C639057472006591740%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TSyJw2ZX1MNJ2dMgLQ7dwf%2FsboTEjovO5V%2BQuh9B%2BD4%3D&reserved=0

